2304823048Toni Hagen Dies at the Age of 85
Lenzerheide; Switzerland  

 Toni Hagen, the Swiss geologist, rescuer of thousands of Tibetan refugees and close friend of the Dalai Lama, died in Switzerland on Good Friday, three days after his wife. 

In 1950, Dr. Toni Hagen was the first European to visit the “forbidden” kingdom of Nepal, and was an adviser to the Nepalese kings and the UN, a close friend of the Dalai Lama and revolutionary founder of modern-day development aid with the motto “wages, not handouts.” His book “Building Bridges to the Third World” and the illustrated book “Nepal” attracted considerable attention. 

In January 2003, the documentary/feature film "The Ring of the Buddha” by Stuttgart film producer Udo Grube was a great success when it was shown for the first time in German cinemas, and is still playing at German and Swiss cinemas. It recounts geologist Toni Hagen’s life’s work. Fifty years after his first journey into the Himalayas, Toni Hagen returned accompanied by a film crew, in order to return a ring, the Ring of the Buddha, to an old friend. The message of the film: even under difficult political circumstances, different ethnic groups, religions and cultures can live together within the same country. 

“My friend, the circle of both our lives has been completed,” says Toni Hagen in the film. “The farewell from my friend, the last surviving teacher of the Dalai Lama, was also for me a farewell from Nepal,” says Toni Hagen. He would have liked to return to Nepal again, to the people who gave him so much. He was not granted that wish. 

Toni Hagen died at the age of 85 in his Swiss home town of Lenzerheide. A large memorial ceremony will be held in Zurich on 24 May 2003. 

Free photos and further information is available on www.ringofthebuddha.com in the Press Service section.
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